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CLAIMS 

I claim: 

1. A method for organizing and processing a plurality of 
nodes, comprising 

(a) Storing said plurality of nodes, 

(b) Tracking for each node a measure of interest held by 
the user in said node, said measure being referred to 
as the "activation" of said node, 

(c) Presenting said plurality of nodes to said user using 
an output device, wherein each node is allocated a 
fraction of the output capacity of said output device, 
said fraction being substantially proportional to the 
activation of said node, 

(d) Interpreting user input indicating interest in a node 
such that activation of said node is increased, 

whereby more of the output capacity of said output device 
is allocated for the presentation of nodes that hold 
more interest to said user. 

2. The method of claim 1, further including 

(a) Storing with a first node a plurality of links, each 
link referring to a second node, and said link having 
a measure of relatedness of said first node to said 
second node, said measure being referred to as the 
"weight" of said link, 

(b) Presenting to said user a plurality of nodes using 
said output device, wherein the proximity of the 
presentation of a first node to the presentation of a 
second node is substantially proportional to the 



weight of the link between said first node and said 
second node, 

whereby nodes that are more related are presented to said 
user in closer proximity to each other than nodes that 
are less related. 

, The method of claim 2, further including 
(a) Interpreting user input indicating interest in a 
first node such that activation of a second node is 
increased by an amount substantially proportional to 
the weight of the link between said first node and 
said second node, 
whereby user interest in a first node will result in an 
increase in activation in a second node, said increase 
being substantially proportional to the relatedness of 
said second node to said first node. 

. The method of claim 3, further including 

(a) Storing said plurality of nodes wherein each node 
includes one or more elements selected from the group 
consisting of descriptive text, images, audio, video, 
and computer programs, 

(b) Presenting to said user a plurality of nodes on said 
output device, wherein said output device is capable 
of presenting the elements of a node within the 
fraction of the output capacity of said output device 
allocated to said node, 

whereby said elements of said node are displayed in an 
amount of detail proportional to said user's interest 
in said node. 



